THE RIOT ACT 


The random, discrete time, noncausal, nonlin®a, recursive, time variant, 
dynamic, aperiodic and occasional newsletter of the P FRC. 


SPECIAL 9 MONTH LATE EDITION! 


History: 


FEATURE ARTICLE: Sneak preview of excerpts from a bestselling novel 


"How I Killed the President" 


Chapter 7 


bang bang bang bang! Silence filled the air as he slowly crumpled to 
the floor. It then came to me. The horrible realization of what I had 
just done. I stared in amazement at his limp body and contorted face as 
he lay there trying to supress his laughter. 


I'd never killed a man before. This wasn't what I thought it would be like. 
A numbness crept through my body. I didn't try to escape. I simply put 
away my Matell Lion-Matic capgun and turned to face the cheering crowd. 

In an infinite universe anything is possible, even the ... 


Con Reports: 


CONCLAVE VI - I went. Kris Kuipers didn't go skinny dipping but did take 
a dive in his complete vampire costume. Chris & Cecile did 
most of the artwork for the programming. Bill & Barry didn't. 
John Varley was there. Ann Arbor is a really neat town. 


WINDYCON VIII - Lots of PFRC members went. Interesting costume ball. Larry 
Niven was there. We met a shuttle navigator from NASA. 
Chicago is a real neat town. 


Confusion XI - No PFRC members went. My car broke down. I discovered 
teleportation. Tech's Winter Carnival was held. Houghton 
isn't such a great town. 


MINICON XIV - 7 rooms full of PFRC and ASAKA members. A sonar-buoy was 
destroyed. John Varley was there. St. Paul is a real neat 
town. 


James P. Hogan came to Michigan Tech this Spring to speak and party with us. 
His talk on " Do You have to be a Scientist to Write Science Fiction?" drew 

a moderate to small crowd for the Fisher 135 auditorium, but the talk was very 
interesting. He spoke in several classes on the subjects of computer science 
and writing, and he had a discussion on the future of Physics, which I told 
him about 2 days before I set it up. 


Three nights were spent at the Library Bar until 2:00 A.M. discussing 
important topics and making policy decisions for the future of mankind. 
Saturday night was the climax of the whole event with a record size PFRC 
party at Dr. A's. Special thanks go to Dr. Agin, for sacrificing his house, 
and to Kitty and Allan(now alive) for putting him up and chauffeuring him 
around for four days. HOGAN, THAT (5 


Hogan's new book, Voyage From Yesteryear, is now available through the S.F.B.C. 
and will be available in paperback this June. His next book will be out 
sometime next year, is currently untitled, and we won't tell you what its 
about. 


NEWS 


x 


PFRC patches are available on a first come-first serve basis. They are black, 
rectangular, and have the laserburst pattern and PFRC drawn out in silver. To 
get yours, mail $2.5 to Bob Yeo, 739 7th Street, Laurium, MI 49913. 


Pfrc T-shirts are also available. The 2 styles are the laser pattern and 

the M. Skirvin Wolf/Dragon/Archives drawing. colors available are currently 
black and blue. To get one, send 50¢ and a T-shirt (pre-washed) to someone 

in Houghton you trust. Shirts are printed when a large enough batch is received 
to warrant the mess. 


Some talk of bringing a speaker or two to campus next year has been heard. Some 
suggestions were Mike Jittlov, Spider Robinson or some other geographically 
nearby author, and a couple of NASA individuals we've met this year. 


Tenative movies for next year: Dark Star, Westworld, When Worlds Collide, 
Silent Running, and Time After Time. We are also considering showing something 
at the Lode Theater like a Quest for Fire,Dragonslayer double feature. Brian 
Cobble and Bob Tremblee will be the Lode liasons for next year. 


Inconjunction II is the next major con in the region. Guests will be 

Frank Kelly Freas and Wendy & Richard Pini. The con will be in Indianapolis 

at the Airport Hilton on July 2-4. Last year's Inconjunction was very much fun 
and this year 's will hopefully be even better now that the committee has some 
experience. The PFRC has exchanged use of our laser show and Jittlov film for 
four free memberships. Registration is $9 until May 31 and $12 at the door but 
you might get in free! 


Chicon IV, The 40th Annual World Science Fiction Convention, will be held 

in Chicago on September 2-6. This may be your only opportunity to attend 

a worldcon, so if you like cons, you should consider paying the $50 registration 
fee before it goes up on July 15. It didn't always cost that much. If you had 
purchased your membership 2 years in advance it would have been $7. Bertram 
Chandler is the guest of honor and there will be lots of other faceless names 
roaming the vast expanse of convention space at the twin tower Hyatt Regency, 
which will be entirely devoted to the con. The PFRC has one membership they 
plan to sell this summer for less. I guess Bob Yeo is the person to get in 
touch with if you are interested. Worldcons are big, really big. You just 
wouldn't believe how vastly, hugely, mind bogglingly big they are. I mean ¢*+s 


Conclave VII ~- Nov. 5-7, $12 until 92/15/82, Metro Detriot Ramada,Waldo & Magic 
Confusion 101 - Jan. 28-30, $10 until ?, Plymouth Hilton 


EDITORIAL 


One of our club functions is to attend Science Fiction Conventions. Not 

everyone can attend these cons, however. It takes a rare breed of student to 

skip a Friday exam, battle the ice covered highways of the U.P. and travel 

500 miles just to stay awake for three days straight or sleep on a hotel room 
floor with 12 people stepping over you. You must posess special gualities to 

be capable of such an act. Professionals refer to these qualities as manic 
compulsive drives. Laymen call it stupidity. Either way you look at it, we don't 
have enough people with these qualities left in the PFRC, 


What happens at these mysterious “conventions” that so little of our population 
is aware of and some of us know so much about? Some people go to study 
architecture, usually centered around topics like how to get to the roof, in 
the elevator shafts, or into the hotel offices. Some go for the programming 
(see Bob Yeo). Some people go to see great and famous people in S.F. Fandom 
like Bjo Trimble or Hillarie Oxman ( these people are "big name fans". Anyone 
who has been to ten conventions considers himself a big name fan). Some 
people go to cons to meet people of the opposite sex. You can always find 
people of the opposite sex at a con, no matter what yours is. Some people go 
to cons to lurk in dark corridors and terrify innocent hotel guests with their 
latest costume. , 


Usually, all you do during your first few cons is follow people you know around. 
These people are normally following people they know. Some people go to 
cons to see how many people they can get to follow them. 


Some people go to cons to buy books. If you go to four conventions you'll 
probably find any S.F. book you're looking for, and many that you aren't. 

Some people spend an entire convention in their hotel room reading their books. 
Some people buy S.F. pariphenalia at cons (T-shirts, jewelry, rayguns,swords, 
knives ,hatchets,halbreds,maces,manacles,morningstars,whips,flails, etc.). 


If you like getting into an argument then cons are the place you want to be. 
Just go to the con-suite and: loudly state your opinion on any issue. Some 
people go to cons to argue. ‘ 


Some people go to cons to meet interesting people. This is why I go. There's 

a higher density of prophets, persons with strange proffesions, luminaries, 
physicists, and deities than anywhere else I've been, even the O'Hare main lobby! 
One reason for this is that S.F. fans are very tolerant of strange or different 
ideas. They are less likely to participate in “witch burnings" than any other 
group of people, unless its part of the con programming. 


All of this is going on at once and, to the untrained eye, it looks totally 
chaotic. To the concom, the ones running the convention, however, it is 

totally chaotic. Many hotels refuse to scheldule S.F. cons. Other hotels 
specifically ask to hold these cons. Hotel management is as confsed about fandom 
as fans are. | I hope this(in many ways very accurate) account of what S.F. cons 


are about has helped you make up your mind Adyvd¥/¥p/dd¥/LAVdIEA/IH/PANADM. 
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CHICON IV CONCLAVE VII INCONJUCNTION 2 


PO Box A3120 PO Box 444 PO Box 24403 
Chicago, IL 60690 Ypsilanti, MI 48197 Indianapolis, IN 46224 
CONFUSION 101 X-CON 
PO Box 1821 PO Box .7 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 Milwaukee, WI 53201 
May 21 


ADDRESSES ADDRESSES ADDRESSES ADDRESSES ADDRESSES ADDRESSES ETC. 
Patty Christensen Box 527 Iron River, MI 49935 


Connie Martin 506 Quincy St., Apt #2 Houghton, MI 49931 
482-3147 

John Frambach Ril Box 339B Sawyer, MI 49125 

Bill Higgins 853 Lorlyn Dr., Apt. 1A WwW. Chicago, IL 60185 
312-293-1050 

Mary Lynn Skirvin 7626 E. 53rd St. Indianapolis, IN 46226 
317-546-9162 

Scott Raun 510 E. 24th St., #203 Minneapolis, MN 55404 
612-871-2675 

Dan Story 1218 Washtenaw Ct. Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
313-99 6-09 34 

Mark Hyde 2705 N. Shepard Milwaukee, WI 53214 
414-962-7743 


Jim Hogan 6 S. Washington St. Sonora, CA 95370 
209 ~ 533-4759 


NOTEs The Chicon IV membership will go te the Highest 
Bidder as of May 15. Minimum bid: $30, Maxamum 
bids $50. 
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